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Medicinal Chemistry
	Medicinal Chemistry (also known as pharmaceutical chemistry) is a branch of chemistry that specializes in the design, development, and synthesis of pharmaceutical drugs.   This discipline combines expertise from chemistry and pharmacology to identify, develop, and synthesize chemical agents that have a therapeutic use and to evaluate the properties of existing drugs.  
	Medicinal chemistry focuses mainly on the development stage of drugs.  This is a lengthy process in which chemists must first investigate and uncover the desired chemical compound that they are looking for.  Once they find their ideal compound, they do more research and modify the agents within the compound, molding it into a more suitable drug.  After this, they further test their drug for possible side effects.  Lots of extensive chemical and biological knowledge is needed for this whole process.  Chemists in this field must understand a wide variety of interdisciplinary sciences and have a strong background in organic chemistry.   They typically work in teams with other sciences of varying fields.  
	 Research in this field is mostly performed by many university labs.  It helps us gain an important understanding of chemical reactions and properties of drugs and helps lead to new discoveries and solutions as to how we treat diseases.   Any new drug applications are reviewed by the FDA.   
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